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is likely that certain international agreements would be
reached at an early date which would give a bottom to
social and educational services without limiting the right to
experiment within the different State members. An inter-
national colonial labour code, for example, might be one of
the earliest agreed pieces of international legislation. Many
readers may say that the whole of this scheme sounds ultra-
utopian. I agree that it is difficult to see by what exact steps it
is to be reached. It is, however, in my opinion, essential that
the creation of some such International Organization should
be constantly kept in view and that advantage should be
taken of immediate events to work in such a direction.

An important first step has been taken in the close col-
laboration which exists between France and Great Britain at
the present time and the joint economic and financial
machinery which has been set up. This joint machinery,
which is likely to grow in importance and strength as the
war progresses, could well form the basis for much of the
work of the new International Organization which is to be
created at the end of the war. If this is to be done success-
fully, it is important that the whole subject of the post-war
international organization should be freely and folly dis-
cussed, not only in France and Great Britain, but in other
sympathetic States of the world. It is necessary to remember
that very similar economic collaboration took place between
the Allied Powers in the war of 1914-18; this was scrapped
out of hand immediately the war ended. The fact that the
League of Nations appeared to grow out of the political joint
machinery of the Allied Powers during and after the peace
treaties produced many difficulties. The defeated and
neutral Powers long looked on the League as an instrument
created by the victors to perpetuate their victory.

If Anglo-French joint machinery is to be used as a base
for this new League, the steps taken during the war must be
criticized as affecting a structure which is intended to be
permanent. Possible difficulties must be looked at in advance
if this joint organization is to be prepared for expansion into
a truly international body when peace comes. The Labour
Movement believes that joint action between the political